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Experience 

 

2010- CENTER FOR GLOBAL DEVELOPMENT                                            WASHINGTON, DC 

 Senior Fellow and (previously) Director of the Gender and Technology programs. 

• Research, analysis, writing, advocacy and convening related to US/European international economic 

policy and global development institutions.  Topics include: technology; governance; gender; health; 

environment; trade; migration; international financial institutions and aid agencies. 

• Dialogue on a range of development issues with senior officials from White House, State Department, 

USAID, MCC, US Congress, UK Prime Minister’s Office, donor country foreign offices, the World 

Bank Group, and the United Nations. 

• Provided empirical underpinning and institutional proposals behind the Open Contracting Partnership, 

supporting government contract publication worldwide. Proposed results-based financing to increase 

the number of women peacekeepers in UN operations, subsequently introduced.  Proposed an 

executive ban on US intelligence service use of vaccine programs for intelligence gathering, since 

implemented.  Developed output-based approaches to control of corruption piloted by the Global 

Fund. Proposed reforms to development finance transparency and competitiveness introduced by 

World Bank Group.  

• Adjunct professor at Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies, Visiting fellowships at 

Stanford Center for International Development, The Property and Environment Research Center, 

Oxford University Martin School. Rockefeller Bellagio Center resident, New America Foundation 

Schwartz Fellow.  Regular contributor to The Economist “Democracy in America” blog, columnist at 

Businessweek, contributing editor to Foreign Policy magazine. 

 

1996-2010 THE WORLD BANK GROUP                                                                   WASHINGTON, DC 
 

(09-10) Special Assistant to the VP, Middle East and North Africa.  Provided support and advice across 

the range of VP-level activities including relations with senior management/executive directors, 

regional and country strategy, lending, portfolio monitoring, budget and HR. 
 
(06-09) Senior Economist in the Finance, Economics and Urban Department.  Led development of 

governance and anti-corruption approaches in sustainable development.  

• Led World Bank participation in the Construction Sector Transparency Initiative including work on design, 

management and coordination of trust funds, technical advice and consultants across pilot countries, involving 

civil society, the private sector and donor partners 

(99-06) Senior Infrastructure Economist for the IFC/World Bank Information and Communications 

Technology Group.  Managed Afghanistan, Iran and Kenya information infrastructure activities 

as well as global analytical work, economic analyst for IFC and Bank ICT projects.  

• Managed a range of Bank instruments in Afghanistan including an IDA credit, trust funded 

investments, trust funds for analytical work and Bank-financed analytical and technical assistance.  

Projects supported introduction of regulated mobile and international competition, network expansion, 

corporatization and reform of the fixed operator, and the spread of connectivity to every province.  

• Managed a series of engagements in Kenya over four years which supported significant reform 

including greater competition and improved performance of the state-owned monopoly.   

• Led the Bank’s engagement with the UN World Summit on Information Society Financing Task 

Force.  Economic analyst on numerous IFC and World Bank Internet and telecommunications 

investments.  Lead author and manager of World Bank ICT Poverty Reduction Strategy Toolkit; core 

team member of US$60m business plan writing team for the Development Gateway. 
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(96-99) Consultant for Development Economics and for The World Development Report 1999/2000.   

• Principal WDR author on global environment chapter, contributing author on introductory, international 

trade and finance chapters. Published econometric analyses of cross-country determinants of growth; 

author of Tanzania peri-urban survey. 

 

  

1993-6 CONSULTANCIES                                                          LONDON AND WASHINGTON, DC 

 Independent consultant for the Overseas Development Council. 

 • Researcher for reports on US-Africa investment and bilateral trade issues and African aid effectiveness. 

  

Assistant to the Chief Economist for Emerging Markets, Lloyds Bank UK. 

• Performed economic and political risk analyses for bank lending to developing economies. 

 

Researcher for the UK All Party Parliamentary Inquiry into African Debt. 

• Analyzed country and regional debt profiles, debt sustainability issues and macroeconomic impacts for 

the report Africa’s Multilateral Debt. 

 

 

 

Education 

 

2017 PETERHOUSE, CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY                                                   CAMBRIDGE  

PhD by Special Regulations in Development Studies.  Submitted published papers focused on 

global trends in the quality of life and their causes.  

 

1994-5 SCHOOL OF ADVANCED INTERNATIONAL STUDIES (SAIS)       WASHINGTON, DC 

MA in International Economics. Courses concentrated on Africa and international development. 

  

1993-4 THE SCHOOL OF ORIENTAL AND AFRICAN STUDIES (SOAS)                       LONDON 

MA in Development Studies.  Courses concentrated on international political economy. 

 

1990-3 PETERHOUSE, CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY                                                   CAMBRIDGE 

BA in History.  Courses concentrated on history of thought and modern world history. 

 

 

 

Offices and language skills  

 

Editorial Board member of the Journal of Happiness Studies and the Journal of Information 

Technology for Development.  Intermediate French, basic Spanish. 
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Kenny, Charles (2021) Your World Better: Global Progress and What You Can Do About It 

Seattle: KDP 

Kenny, Charles (2021) The Plague Cycle: The Unending War Between Humanity and Infectious 

Disease New York: Scribner  

Kenny, Charles (2020) Close the Pentagon: Rethinking National Security for a Positive Sum 

World Seattle: KDP 

Kenny, Charles (2017) Results Not Receipts: Counting the Right Things in Aid and Development 

Washington DC: Brookings 

Kenny, Charles (2013) The Upside of Down: Why the Rise of the Rest is Good for the West New 

York: Basic Books. 

Kenny, Charles (2011) Getting Better: Why Global Development is Succeeding New York: Basic 

Books. 

Kenny, Anthony and Charles Kenny (2006) Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Utility: Happiness in 

Philosophical and Economic Thought London: Imprint Academic. 

Kenny, Charles (2006) Overselling the Web? Development and the Internet Boulder: Lynne 
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Journal Articles and Book Chapters  
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Kenny, Charles and Justin Sandefur (2025) The impact of US foreign aid cuts on global health in 

Gensler et al (eds) The Economic Consequences of the Second Trump Administration: A 

Preliminary Assessment CEPR Press. 

Kenny, Robert, Charles Kenny & Zack Gehan (2023) What drives broadband 

traffic? Telecommunications Policy, 47(9), 102621. 

Kenny, Charles (2021) Degrowth in the Age of Dickens, The Breakthrough Journal, No. 

13/Winter 

Dykstra, Sarah, Amanda Glassman, Charles Kenny, & Justin Sandefur (2019) Regression 

discontinuity analysis of Gavi's impact on vaccination rates. Journal of Development 

Economics, 140, 12-25. 

Birdsall, Nancy, Charles Kenny, & Anna Diofasi (2018) What drives citizen perceptions of 

government corruption? National income, petty bribe payments and the unknown. In Kaushik 

Basu and Tito Cordella (eds)  Institutions, governance and the control of corruption (pp. 285-

334). Palgrave Macmillan, Cham. 

Kenny, Charles and Sarah Dykstra (2015) Advancing a Gender-Based Development Agenda in 

Ben Leo (ed) The White House and the World, Center for Global Development   



 

Kenny, Charles (2014) The Cooperative Advantage: How Innovation Rewrote the Rules of 

Foreign Policy The Breakthrough Journal, No. 4/Summer 

Kenny, Charles (2012) Solow’s Return: Inventions, Ideas and the Quality of Life Journal of 

International Commerce, Economics and Policy, 3, 2.  

Kenny, Charles (2012) Disaster Risk Reduction in Developing Countries: Costs, Benefits and 

Institutions Disasters, 37, 2 (previously published as World Bank Policy Research Working Paper 

4823). 

Kenny, Charles and Ursula Casabonne (2012) The Best Things in Life are (Nearly) Free World 

Development 40, 1. 

Kenny, Charles and Maria Musatova (2012) Red Flags of Corruption in World Bank Projects, in 

Rose-Ackerman, S. and T. Soreide International Handbook on the Economics of Corruption, 

Volume II London: Edward Elgar (previously issued as World Bank Policy Research Working 

Paper 5423). 

Kenny, Charles and Robert Kenny (2011) Superfast: Is It Worth A Subsidy? info, 13, 11   

Kenny, Charles (2010) Is Anywhere Stuck in A Malthusian Trap? Kyklos, 63, 2. 
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Kenny, Charles (2009) Measuring Corruption in Infrastructure Journal of Development Studies, 

45, 3 (previously issued as World Bank Policy Research Working Paper No. 4099). 

Kenny, Charles (2009) Transport Construction, Corruption and Developing Countries Transport 

Reviews 29, 1 (previously issued as World Bank Policy Research Working Paper No. 4271). 

Kenny, Charles (2008). What’s Not Converging? East Asia’s Relative Performance in Income, 

Health, and Education Asian Economic Policy Review 3, 1. 

Kenny, Charles (2008) There’s More to Life than Money: Exploring the Levels/Growth Paradox 

in Income and Health Journal of International Development 21, 1. 

Kenny, Charles (2008) What is Effective Aid? How Would Donors Allocate it? European 

Journal of Development Research 20, 2 (previously issued as World Bank Policy Research 

Working Paper No. 4005). 

Best, Michael and Charles Kenny (2008) ICTs, Enterprise and Development in T. Unwin, (ed) 

Information Technology for Development Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Kenny, Charles and Mohsen Khalil (2008) The Next Decade of ICT Development Information 

Technologies and International Development, 4, 3. 

Halewood, Naomi and Charles Kenny (2008) Young People and ICTs in Developing Countries, 

Information Technology for Development, 14, 2. 

Kenny, Charles (2007) A Note on the Ethical Implications of the Stern Review, Journal of 

Environment and Development 16, 4. 

Kenny, Charles, Robert Schware and Eliud Williams (2007) The Impact of Reform on 

Telecommunications Prices and Services in the Countries of the OECS, Information Technology 

for Development, Vol. 13, No. 4. 

Clemens, Michael, Charles Kenny and Todd Moss (2007) The Trouble with the MDGs: 

Confronting Expectations of Aid and Development Success, World Development, 35, 5 

(previously issued as Center for Global Development Working Paper No. 40., French summary 

published in Courrier de la Planete no. 76 (2005) as “Interpreter les OMD,”  summary published 

in Sustainable Development, Law and Policy VI, 1, 2006). 
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Kenny, Charles (2007) Internet Governance on a Dollar a Day, Information Polity 12, 1-2. 

Kenny, Charles and Rym Keremane (2007) Toward Universal Telephone Access: Market 

Progress and Progress Beyond the Market Telecommunications Policy vol. 31. 

Kenny, Charles (2006) Were People in the Past Poor and Miserable? Kyklos  2, 2006. 

Kenny, Charles (2005) Why Are We Worried About Income? Nearly Everything That Matters is 

Converging, World Development, 33, 1. 

Kenny, Charles (2005) Questioning the Monopoly-Supported Postal USO in Developing 

Countries in M. Crew and P. Kleindorfer Progress Toward Liberalization of the Postal and 

Delivery Sector New York: Springer  (previously printed in P. Guislain (ed) The Postal Sector in 

Developing and Transition Economies: Contributions to a Reform Agenda Washington DC: The 

World Bank).  

Kenny, Charles (2005) Does Development Make you Happy? Subjective Wellbeing and 

Economic Growth in Developing Countries,  Social Indicators Research, 73, 2. 

Neto, Isabel, Charles Kenny, Subramaniam Janakiram and Charles Watt (2005) Look before you 

Leap: The Bumpy Road to e-Development in R. Schware (ed) The e-Agenda: From Excitement to 

Efficiency Washington DC: The World Bank. 

Reynolds, Taylor, Charles Kenny and Christine Zhen-wei Qiang (2004) Networking for Foreign 

Direct Investment Information Economics and Policy, 16, 2. 

Grace, Jeremy and Charles Kenny (2003) A Short Review of Information and Communications 

Technologies and Basic Education in LDCs, International Journal of Educational Development 

Vol. 23. 

Fink, Carsten and Charles Kenny (2003) W(h)ither the Digital Divide? info, Vol. 5, No. 6. 

Kenny, Charles (2003) The Internet and Economic Growth in LDCs: A Case of Managing 

Expectations? Oxford Development Studies 31, 1 (Reprinted in A. D’Costa (ed) (2006) The New 

Economy in Development London: Palgrave, previously issued as WIDER Discussion Paper 

2002/75, presented at the WIDER New Economy Conference, Helsinki, 10-11 May, 2002). 

Forestier, Emmanuel, Jeremy Grace and Charles Kenny (2002) Can Information and 

Telecommunications Technologies be Pro-Poor? Telecommunications Policy vol. 26. 

Bond, James and Charles Kenny (2002) The Price of Oil: Is It Low and Is That Bad? 

International Journal of Energy Issues Vol. 17, No. 4. 

Kenny, Charles (2002) Should We Try to Bridge the Global Digital Divide? info, Vol. 4, No. 3. 
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Costs and Benefits Development Policy Review (20,2). 
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in G. Madden and S. Savage (eds) International Handbook of Telecommunications Economics 

London: Edward Elgar. 
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Cambodia Information Technology in Developing Countries 12,1. 
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(ed) Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper Sourcebook Washington, DC: The World Bank.  
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(2003) Development and Under-Development Third Edition Boulder: Lynne-Rienner.) 
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Kyklos, 52, 3-26. 

Moss, Todd and Charles Kenny (1998) Stock Markets in Africa: Emerging Lions or White 

Elephants? World Development, 26, 5, 829-843. (Reprinted in Africa Capital Markets Forum 

(eds) (2002) African Emerging Markets: Contemporary Issues, Vol. 1 Accra, Ghana: Africa 

Capital Markets Forum) 

Kenny, Charles (1998) Senegal and the Entropy Theory of Development, The European Journal 

of Development Research, 10, 1, 160-188. 
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World Bank (2009) Deterring Corruption and Improving Governance in the Roads Sector: A 

Sourcebook Washington, DC: The World Bank. 

World Bank (2008) Deterring Corruption and Improving Governance in the Electricity Sector: A 

Sourcebook Washington, DC: The World Bank. 

World Bank (2008) Deterring Corruption and Improving Governance in the Water Sector: A 

Sourcebook Washington, DC: The World Bank. 

World Bank (2007) Foundation for Sustainable Development: Rethinking the Delivery of 

Infrastructure Services in Mongolia Washington, DC: The World Bank. 

World Bank (2006) Indonesia: Rural Investment Climate Assessment Washington, DC: The 

World Bank. 

World Bank (2005) Financing Information and Communication Infrastructure Needs in the 

Developing World: A World Bank Contribution to the World Summit on the Information Society 

Working Group on Financing ICT Washington, DC: The World Bank. 

World Bank (2004) Public and Private Roles in the Provision of Information and 

Communications Infrastructure Services Washington, DC: The World Bank. 

Yusuf, Shahid with Anjum Altaf, Barry Eichengreen, Shaun Gooptu, Kaoru Nabeshima, Charles 

Kenny, Richard Perkins and Marc Shotten (2003) Innovative East Asia: The Future of Growth, 

New York: Oxford University Press. 

World Bank (2003) Kenya: Country Economic Memorandum Washington, DC: The World Bank. 

World Bank (2003) Chile: New Economy Study Washington, DC: The World Bank. 

World Bank (2001) World Bank Group Information and Communications Technologies Sector 

Strategy Paper The Washington, DC: The World Bank. 



 

World Bank (2000) The Networking Revolution: Opportunities and Challenges Washington, DC: 

The World Bank. 

World Bank/OECD (2000) Korea's Transition to a Knowledge-Based Economy Washington, DC: 

The World Bank. 

World Bank (1999) World Development Report 1999-2000: Development Policy in the Twenty 

First Century, New York: Oxford University Press. 

Africa Internet Forum (1999) Economic Internet Toolkit for African Policy Makers, Washington, 

DC: World Bank.   

All Party Parliamentary Group on Overseas Development (1994) Africa’s Multilateral Debt: A 

Modest Proposal, London: Overseas Development Institute. 

 

Conference and Working Papers  

Kenny, Charles (2026) IFC and IDA Countries: Past Time for a New Approach CGD Policy 

Paper 392.  

Kenny, Charles (2026) Emigration as a Growth Strategy CGD Policy Paper 385.  

Kenny, Charles (2026) G20 Policies to Improve Development Prospects in Low-Income 

Countries CGD Note 

Kenny, Charles (2026) Can we sustain progress and convergence in an ageing world? British 

Academy/Carnegie Endowment Global (Dis)Order international policy programme Working 

Paper. 

Kenny, Charles (2026) Aid Isn’t Fairy Dust CGD Note 

Kenny, Charles (2025) Do Climate Targets Affect Lending at the World Bank? CGD Policy 
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Kenny, Charles (2025) The Role of MDB Local Content Rules in Industrial Strategy CGD Note 

Kenny, Charles (2025) Zero LICs by 2040: A Call for G20 Action CGD Note 
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Kenny, Charles and George Yang (2022) Should Infrastructure Investors Care About Human 

Capital? CGD Working Paper 624 

Kenny, Charles and George Yang (2022) Technology and Development: An Exploration of the 
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and Rollout in Historical Perspective. CGD Working Paper 607 

Kenny, Charles and George Yang (2021) Can Africa Help Europe Avoid Its Looming Aging 

Crisis? CGD Working Paper 584 

Badissy, Mohamed Rali, Charles Kenny, and Todd Moss (2021) The Case for Transparency in 

Power Project Contracts: A Proposal for the Creation of Global Disclosure Standards and PPA 
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